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We're pleased to share that OUP’s academic books have joined our journals on the Oxford Academic
platform, allowing users to read and cross-search content on the same platform for the first time.

This guide will outline navigating books content, online product pages, and journals content, as well as
our partner press pages and informational pages. A » video demonstration is also available to view.
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university press partners.

2  Clicking on Advanced Search
without entering a keyword
shows all content. If you wish
to view only the content your
library has purchased, you can
apply the Purchased availability
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This chapter presentsikey dimensions of sub-Saharan African rock art
(pictograms and petrogiyphs). Particular attention is paid to recent approaches,
the application of physico*chemical analyses, and stylistic determinations used

to establish reliable chronolégies. Stylistic approaches have been particularly

influential in the interpretatiorsof rock imagery, as has the identification of
specific motifs (such as loincloths and aprons) that serve to indicate ritual and
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initiatory roles, particularly for wornen. The preservation of rock art and access

tosites are topics of renewed concern'that tend to increasingly involve local
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Geography, Climate, and Landscape Features

The region discussed here partially aligns with the United Nation’s definition*
‘North Africa’. However, it is not restricted to northern Africa in its strict sense
because it also includes Mauritania, Mali, Niger, and Chad, otherwise listed as
‘Western’ or ‘Middle Africa’ by the UN. The definition endorsed here of a
geographically more encompassing north Africa is not uncommon in
archaeological and historical studies, which routinely include the southern side
of the Sahara as a cultural component of the northern part of the continent. This
broader areais one that is disproportionally affected by vagaries of climate
change. Taken together, the geographical region referred to in this chapter thus
incorporates roughly one-third of the African continent, stretching west to east
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Red Sea, and north to south from the
Mediterranean Sea to the Saharan—Sahelian interface (Figure 1). As with any
geographic definition, however, the one adopted here should be viewed with
some caution, especially with regards to its southern limit, where the transition
zone between the Sahara and savannah landscapes to its south (an interface zone
called ‘Sahel’) is culturally and climatically extremely variable.

Despite its vastness and highly diversified geological history, the geographical
patterning of present-day climatic zones across north Africa s relatively
straightforward.” Mediterranean climatic conditions occur in the northwestern
highlands and coastal areas of the Maghreb (Morocco and Algeria), including the
Tunisian and Libyan (roughly to just east of Tripoli) coasts (Figure 1). Much of
north Africa is geographically classified as ‘desert’, most obviously because of
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Figure 1

o

North Africa, showing the location of major rock art localities. Dotted lines indicate the

United Nation's African climate zones. Key: I: Mediterranean; Il: Desert; Il: Sahelian; IV
Tropical with Dry Season; V: Humid Tropical.
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